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Transparency International EU is part of the global anti-corruption movement, Transparency 
International, which includes over 100 chapters around the world. Since 2008, Transparency 
International EU has functioned as a regional liaison office for the global movement and as such 
it works closely with the Transparency International Secretariat in Berlin, Germany.

Transparency International EU leads the movement’s EU advocacy, in close cooperation with 
national chapters worldwide, but particularly with the 24 national chapters in EU Member States.

Transparency International EU’s mission is to prevent corruption and promote integrity, 
transparency and accountability in EU institutions, policies and legislation.

www.transparency.eu

The European Parliament elections this year are an opportunity for democratic 
renewal, a renewal that places integrity, openness and fairness at the heart of 
the European Union. Transparency International is calling on candidates for the 
European Parliament and the Presidency of the European Commission to commit 
themselves to this renewal, in their own efforts and in the institutions that they 
shall govern.

The authors of the EU’s founding treaty were determined to “eliminate the bar-
riers which divide Europe”. Over 60 years later, corruption remains one of the 
main barriers to realising the original vision of a Union built on the rule of law, 
democratic cooperation and social justice. Corruption is a barrier to increased 
investment and prosperity, to fair competition, to innovation, to sustainable deve-
lopment, to improved security, and to greater trust in institutions. Perhaps most 
importantly, it also fuels the growing inequality that is one of the biggest barriers 
that divide the people of Europe today.

The EU has a long history of promoting good governance, the rule of law and 
anti-corruption reform, notably as part of its enlargement to the south and east. 
The reforms carried out as a condition of membership have undoubtedly helped 
to reduce corruption and improved the lot of hundreds of millions of citizens who 
are most vulnerable. These reforms have also inspired similar initiatives across 
the Union, as no Member State has remained untouched by serious and high-le-
vel corruption scandals.

But these gains are fragile and reversible. They need constant attention and re-
newal. That is why Transparency International has agreed an ambitious agenda 
for the next five years that would protect the rule of law in the EU and those 
who wish to defend it; that would prevent corrupt individuals benefiting from the 
freedoms enjoyed by law-abiding EU citizens; and that would make the EU insti-
tutions an example to others of how to legislate with integrity and transparency.

Our agenda is ambitious, yet constructive and achievable. As part of a wider 
programme of reform they would show how the European Union is, first and 
foremost, a means to protect the fundamental rights of its citizens and remove 
the barriers that frustrate their potential.

These suggestions for improvement are born of 25 years’ experience in the fi-
ght against corruption, and a deep and abiding commitment to our mission. We 
affirm that tackling corruption is inseparable from the protection of the most vul-
nerable people in our society and is strongly connected to the defence of human 
rights. It is cornerstone to achieving the transition to a more sustainable society 
and is central to the rule of law and democratic institutions.

Please join us in renewing the EU’s values and ensuring that integrity is at the 
core of its mission.

PUTTING INTEGRITY FIRST
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TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL WANTS THE 
EUROPEAN UNION TO

ENFORCE THE RULE OF LAW IN THE EU
 
In recent years there has been a steady and worrying erosion of the rule of law 
in the EU. We have seen the independence of the judiciary threatened and state-
sponsored measures aimed at intimidating civil society. Most shockingly, two 
brave journalists were assassinated for investigating corruption. The European 
Commission needs to take immediate and decisive steps to restore the rule of 
law among its own Member States and ensure the Union’s principles and values 
are being upheld. First, the Commission must establish a regular rule of law 
monitoring system that would include risk assessments for all member states 
based on indicators such as the levels of systematic corruption, independent 
judiciary, free media and freedom of association. Second, the Commission must 
be granted greater powers to ensure EU funds can be suspended when Member 
States do not fulfil their rule of law obligations. And thirdly, The EU should help 
to protect human rights and rule of law defenders and journalists in EU Member 
States by putting in place strong whistleblower protection legislation and 
providing funds for CSOs and media to promote democratic values (for example 
through a European Values Instrument).
 
Specific actions would include:
 
•	 Ensure that the European Commission has the power to suspend EU funding 

in cases of systematic corruption or persistent and serious breaches of the 
rule of law.

•	 Publication by the European Commission of regular risk-assessments of 
corruption in Member States that would inform any sanctioning mechanism

•	 Agreement on and implementation of a whistleblower protection directive 
providing a high level of minimum safeguards

•	 Ensure that the whistleblower protection provisions of the trade secrets 
directive, and in the national versions of this directive, are consistent with 
TI’s international principles’

 
 
PREVENT CORRUPT INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR ILLICIT MONEY FROM 
ENTERING THE EU
 
The recently adopted 5th AML Directive was a major step towards making the EU 
more robust against money laundering. When you close one route, criminals and 
the corrupt look for another one to take. The sale of citizenship and residence - 
better known as golden visa programmes - has become a thriving business in the 
EU. However, we found that it has also become an easy way into the EU for the 
corrupt and their dirty money. Acknowledging the EU-wide implications of such 
business, we ask for the EU to take action, assess the risks and set minimum 
enhanced due diligence and operational integrity standards for European golden 
visa programmes. To prevent corrupt individuals and their money entering the 
EU, we also call for the adoption of a Global Magnitsky Act type of legislation at 
EU level that would ban human-rights abusers and corrupt officials worldwide 

from entering the EU and allow freezing their assets located in the EU.
 
 
Specific actions would include:
 
•	 EU-wide standards for the operation of so-called ‘Golden Visa’ programmes
•	 Measures to ensure the effectiveness of public registers of beneficial 

ownership
•	 Targeted revisions to the Directive on Confiscation of Criminal Assets
•	 EU-level actions that would sanction high-level corruption worldwide
 
 
ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT EU ETHICS BODY
 
Over the past years we have seen issues with the lack of independent ethics 
oversight. Revolving door cases in the Commission are overseen by the sitting 
Commissioners. Ethics issues with outside jobs by MEPs are policed by MEPs. 
Therefore we ask for an independent and well-resourced EU ethics body to 
oversee conflicts of interest, revolving doors and lobby transparency for all EU 
institutions. The EU’s Anti-Fraud Agency (OLAF) could be empowered to carry out 
this function.
 
Such a body would:
 
•	 Publish in a timely fashion all the collected information about MEPs, 

Commissioners and EU officers in an open data format
•	 Issue binding recommendations on Commissioners and MEPs
 
SUPPORT LEGISLATIVE TRANSPARENCY
 
In the interests of the accessibility and transparency of EU law-making, we ask 
the Council of the European Union to ensure that the positions of Member States 
when negotiating EU legislation are recorded and published.



TO SIGN THE PLEDGE VISIT
WWW.TRANSPARENCY.EU/EUELECTIONS2019

Transparency International

PLEDGE FOR EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT CANDIDATES

TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL CALLS ON CANDIDATES IN THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS TO PLEDGE THE FOLLOWING:
 
1.	 To be transparent and ethical in all my parliamentary activity. I will 

therefore publish details on the use of my allowances, only accept meetings 
with registered lobbyists and publish my meetings with them online. 

2.	 To ‘cool-off’ after leaving the European Parliament. Meaning that I will 
not lobby for an organisation on the EU Transparency Register while I still 
receive the transitional allowance. 

3.	 To support the creation of an independent body for ethics oversight that 
monitors conflicts of interest, the revolving door and lobby transparency.

 
 


